PREFACE                                ill

me to determine with absolute certainty the sites of many of
the most important places in India*

My chief guides for the period which I have undertaken
to illustrate, are the campaigns of Alexander in the fourth
century before Christ, and the travels of the Chinese pilgrim,
Hwen Thsang, in the seventh century after Christ. The
pilgrimage of this Chinese priest forms an epoch of as much
interest and importance for the Ancient History and
Geography of India, as the expedition of Alexander the Great,
The actual campaigns of the Macedonian conqueror were
confined to the valley of the Indus and its tributaries; but the
information collected by himself and his companions, and by
the subsequent embassies and expeditions of the Seleukide
kings of Syria, embraced the whole valley of the Ganges on
the north, the eastern and western coasts of the peninsula,
and some scattered notices of the interior of the country.
This information was considerably extended by the systematic
inquiries of Ptolemy, whose account is the more valuable, as
it belongs to a period just midway1 between the date of
Alexander and that of Hwen Thsang, at which time the greater
part of North-west India had been subjected by the Indo-
Scythians.

With Ptolemy, we lose the last of our great classical
authorities; and, until lately, we were left almost entirely
to our own judgment in connecting and arranging the
various geographical fragments that lie buried in ancient
inscriptions, or half hidden in the vague obscurity of the
Purinas, But the fortunate discovery of the travels of
several Chinese pilgrims in the fifth, sixth, and seventh
centuries of the Christian era, has thrown such a flood of light
upon this hitherto dark period, that we are now able to ses
our way clearly to the general arrangement of most of the
scattered fragments of the Ancient Geography of India.

1. Campaign of Alexander, B. c 330, and Ptolemy's 'Geography/
A. r>. 150, or 480 years later. Beginning of Hwen Thsang's travels la
India, A. D. 630, or just 480 years after Ptolemy.